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Right Hon, J P. EM 


| 77 S you and ſome other Friends ſeers de- 
i WK firous that I ſhould explain my Sen- 
5 timents, in regard to the Hints thrown 


out in the Houſe, upon the tg 2 
tion Scheme, I take this Method of 
2 complying with your and their Re- 
9 queſts, and ſhall think myſelf happy in your Ap- 
4 probation, in having offered any thing that may 
contribute to the Publick Advantage, having no 
# other Object in view. ; 
YL You'll agree with me, Sir, that a Recommen- 
dation from the Throne, of ſuch National Impor- 
rance, ought to be moſt deliberately and ſerioufly "7 
conſidered by us, as it may prove of the greatetf  ' 
Conſequence to the Publick : It ought, in the firſt. 
Place, to be attended to, in order to aſcertam the 
Quantum or Sum of Money requiſite for extending 
and carrying into Execution, ſo advantageous 4 
Scheme for the Trade and Intereſt of this Kings __ 
5 „ dom 


. 


dom in general; and until an Affair of this Con- 


ſequence had been fixed, all private Schemes, 


tending to the Gratification of Individuals, ſnould 


be poſtponed. 

When the firſt Application was made for private 
Gratuities, I thought it my Duty to mention this 
Affair, in hopes that a proper Bill might be firſt 
framed, to diſpoſe of fo much of the Publick Mo- 
ney, agreeable to his Majeſty's Recommendation, 
without Danger of Miſapplication, and in ſuch 
Manner as to effect this general Good. 

Sir, you need not be told what Experience has 
demonſtrated, that from one Cauſe or other, in 
moſt publick Undertakings in this Kingdom, great 
Abuſes have ariſen, ſuch as Miſmanagement, Ne. 
gligence, Unſkilfulneſs, and the want of proper 
Regulations and Reſtrictions. Particular. Caſes 


might be mentioned, witere Money already gran- 


ted to publick Uſes, hath been converted to pri- 
vatePurpoſes, in ſuch way as the Publick has ſcarce 
received any Advantage therefrom. 


From what I have taid, Sir, I hope that neither 


you or any other Perſon will imagine, that I have 


any Suſpicion of a private Jobb being now inten- 
ded, by the Scheme laid before the Committee; 


but I think, for the Reaſons already given, that we 


ought to be very circumſpect in the framing a Law 
wherein the Publick are ſo much intereſted ; and 


all Precaution, that the Wiſdom of Parliament can 


deviſe, ſhould be had, to guard againſt ſuch Mit- 
applications for the future. : 


Sir, this Scheme for opening a Canal through a 
Part of the Kingdom, where nothing of the Kind 
hath been hitherto attempted, is ſo great an Un- 


dertaking, that I am of Opinion 100,000 J. which 


I hear is the Sum intended to be applied for, ne- 
ver can compleat the Work effectually, it we may 


form an Eſtimate from the Sum expended on the 
Newry Canal, which, if I am rightly informed, is 


4 7 nat 


8323 | 
not a fourth Part of the Extent ; beſides the ſeve- 
ral Petitioners for Navigation in other Places, which 
probably may all of them be recommended and 
complied with, 14 

For theſe Reaſons, I hope it won't be amiſs that 
] again obſerve, (as his Majeſty has been gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to recommend the Inland Naviga- 


tion ſo particularly to us, upon which the Inland 
Trade and Tillage ſeemingly depend) that a Sum 
not Jeſs than 300,000 J. be given in Aid to the 
Fund now appropriated to that Uſe, which will ef- 
tectually prevent any future Application to Parlia- 
ment, to compleat the ſaid different Works, and 
ſave the Subject from the Impoſition of any new 
Taxes being impoſed on this Account hereafter, 
which upon Reflection you'll find hath always been 
the Caſe. 
Now, Sir, I muſt beg. Leave to obſerve, that 
when the above Sum is applied in Aid to the Na- 


vigation Fund, there will then remain a ſufficient 


Sum in his Majeſty's Treaſury to ſatisfy deſerving 

Petitioners (and ſuch only, you I ſuppoſe will be 
in Opinion, ſhould be conſidered by us or any: 
others who have a Right of recommending in ſuch” 
Caſes) and anſwer all Exigencies of State; and ſhall 
beg Leave to offer the following Scheme, which, 
although yet imperfect, may be a Foundation for 
the Wiſdom of Parliament to frame a Law upon, 


for the Security and Diſpoſition of this Money. 


It is humbly propoſed that a Law may be en- 
acted, by which the whole Direction of all ſucks 


Works may be veſted in nine or more Commiſſio- 
ners, to be choſen by Ballot out of the Commiſſio» . 


ners or Truſtees already appointed by A& of Par- 
lament for the Improvement of Tillage and Inland 
Navigation, who ſhall continue with full Powers for 
two Years; that there be a biennial Rotation; ſix. 
to go out of the firſt named or choſen, and ſix more 
to ſucceed at the End of every ſecond Year, 


That 


* 
That for the Ballot two Perſons from each Coun- 


iy in the Kingdom, being Commiſſioners, making 


in all ſixty-four, may be elected, and none others; 


to ſerve as Commiſſioners, till the whole have gone 
through ſaid Office; and afterwards as many more 
to be elected in their room. | 
That out of the fixty-four fo elected eight may 
he choſen by Ballot, two for and out of each Pro- 
- vince; whoſe Eſtate and Reſidence muſt be in ſaid 
Province. | 4” 

The ninth Commiſſioner to he one of the Lords 
Juſtices for the Time being, who ſhall annually go 
out and come in, in their Turns, to take the Chair 
and preſide in all Acts and Debates, but to have 
none other or greater Powers than the other Com- 
mittoners, and like them to have but one Vote or 
Suffrage. | 

That the Commiſſioners, when thus appointed 


by Ballot, may have Power, out of the Money now - 


lying in his Majeſty's Treaſury, to call for, to re- 
ceive, and either to lay out in purchaſe of Lands, 
or to lend out to different Perſons upon real or per- 
fanal Securities, a Sum or Surmms not exceeding 
$00,0004. at the Rate or Intereſt of four per Cert. 
not more than 3000 J. nor leſs than 5007, to any 
one Perſon. nh 
In caſe that one or more of the Commiſſtners 
ſhould die in Office, others to be choſen in their 
room out of the ſixty- four firſt elected, and out of 
the Province for which they ſerved, that an Equa- 
bty may ſtill be preſerved. | ; 
That the annual Intereſt arifing from the ſarne 
would make a Sum of 12000 J. together with the 
Fund now appropriated to that Uſe, being about 
oO J. per Annum, it is preſumed that the faid 
ums, being about 19000 J. per Annum, will be 
ſufficient to defray the annual Expence of any 
Work or Undertaking now in Deſign, or that may 
be projected hereafter ; becauſe there is Rea 


ap- 


forr to 


apprehend and to affirm, that in no Part of this 
Kingdom a ſufficient Number of Hands can be 
found, to employ in any publick Work, that would 
require a greater Sum: And from this ſingle Con- 
ſideration it is evident at firſt View, that it is un- 
neceſſary, and would be improper to grant at once 
for any ſuch Work, any greater Sum than the an- 
nual Charge and Expence wilt demand; nor can 
I conceive in what other Manner any Capital Sum 
can beiſecured to the Publick ; for, by placing it in 
the Hands of private Individuals, from many un- 
foreſeen Accidents, which I could eaſily point out, 
and which you and every other Perſon who pleaſes 
to conſider may eaſily foreſee, it muſt in time turn 
out a very precarious Security to the Public. 
From a Scheme of this Kind, when improved 
and digeſted by the ſuperior Wiſdom of Parliã- 

ment, many Advantages, it is humbly apprehen- 
ded will ariſe. „ | 
Among theſe, the Manner in which Trade and 
Commerce will be extended and improved is not 
the leaſt conſiderable, by the immediate Citeula- 
tion of ſo great a Sum of Money in this diſtreſſed 

Country. gi | "45.9 
It would not only .lower Intereft, and reſtore 
Publick Credit, but at the ſame Time be a Means 
of creating a regular Courſe of Exchange and 
Trade in general, which I believe is in no Part of 
the known World more neceſſary at this Time. 
2dly, Every neceſſary Improvement will be ef- 
fectually carried on without any Load to the Sub- 
ject, or Danger of putting the Kingdom to the Ex- 
pence of a fingle Penny. | 
3dly, All private Jobbs and Jobbing would by 
this be effectually prevented, and every poſſible 
Miſapplication of the Fund; becauſe it is alſo pro- 
ſed as a Part of the Scheme, that the Commiſ- 
lioners ſhall give Account regularly of all their 
Acts and Proceedings every Seſſion of Parliament. 
when 


_— - hen by the Wiſdom of the Nation any Errors or 
=  Negletts may be corrected, and Proviſion made 
for avoiding the like for the future. 
- - 4tbly, By this Scheme a Capital Stoek of three 
hundred thouſand Pounds will remain at all times 
ready to ſupply any ſudden or extraordinary Occa- 
ſion of Government, whether by Famine, War, 
or Foreign Invaſion ; in which Caſes his Majeſty, 
by his Lieutenant or Governor for the Time be- 
ing, is to have Power, with the Approbation of 
Parliament, to borrow and raiſe Money upon the 
aforeſaid Securities, by Mortgage or Sale of the 
. Whole if neceſſary; and if by Mortgage, to be 
redeemable by Parliament afterwards, This Ca- 
=  pital will ſoon be ſubſcribed for at fix per Cent. 
3 with a Clauſe, ” That provided each Gale of Intereſt 
# 4s paid within three Months after it is due, four 
bDẽer Cent. ſhall be accepted. e 
Thus, Sir, I have explained myſelf, as well as 
the narrow Limits of a Letter will admit, and could 
bring many other Reaſons, in Support of what 1 
before offered; but as 1 would not treſpaſs too 
much on your Time, ſhall reſerve them for a far. 
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ther Opportunity, and am, i 
SIR, * 
. Your Obedient Humble Ser vant, 
A * 2 8 N. A-- D--ALL,. 
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